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hold the throne at any price. Each was controlled by am-
bition rather than by conviction. Each vacillated between
Orthodox and Catholic allegiance. Cyril, indeed, after the
compromise which gave him the throne for life, formally
presented his submission to the pope in a letter sent to
Rome along with his crozier, but apparently he never
frankly declared in Damascus for the Catholic position.
The tergiversations of Athanasius were even more re-
markable. Before Cyril's death, in 1720, lie had appeared
to be the more-Catholic of the two, but finding himself once
more patriarch, he proceeded to Constantinople, where he
put under the ban the whole Western church, and promised
the Holy Synod to persecute the Catholics on his return to
his see. Once back in his old domains, however, he repudi-
ated the Constantinople promises, at the same time defend-
ing these as the only means by which imminent danger was
averted from the Catholics themselves. And yet on his
death-bed, four years later, he refused to make a Catholic
confession to the Jesuit fathers.
The death of Athanasius gave the Catholic party a chance
to elect a candidate whose adhesion to the cause was un-
equivocal. About the same time members of the Orthodox
party, doubtless suspicious of the fidelity of any local can-
didate, sought to strengthen their greatly enfeebled cause
by delegating their rights to the Synod of Constantinople,
which elected as Patriarch of Antioch one Sylvestre, an
"Ionian'5 Bishop of Cyprus, Greek by blood and speech.
How this intrusion of a foreign element changed the whole
complexion of the hierarchy of the Orthodox See of Antioch
for about one hundred and seventy-five years, when the
native element again came into full control, has been shown
in a former section. Of the election of Seraphim Tanas,
the Greek Catholic candidate for the throne, two widely
differing accounts were early circulated. The Greek Cath-
olics declare that it was conducted with perfect legality by
order of the governor of Damascus, and that Seraphim
was ordained as Cyril IV in the Damascus Cathedral by
three bishops, one of whom had been especially consecrated,
so that the canonical number of three might be present.

